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Board of  Directors 
President: 

Mark Halleck 
President-Elect: 

Bruce Farmer 
VP Vocations: 

Donna Rueby 
Sandie Taylor.  

VP Membership: 
Lisa Field 

VP Programs/Hospitality: 
  Programs:    Gary Estess 
  Hospitality: Diddy Muck 

VP Communications: 
       Jane Doherty 
Treasurer: 

Bob Sponaugle 
Secretary: 

Jim Stevens 
Chaplain: 

Father Felix Osasona 
Past President: 

Melia Reed 
Trustees: 

Charlie Garland 
Arlane Sponaugle 

Shalom Rep:  Doug Reed 
Newsletter: Mary Lou Purello 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston
St. Martha Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdalene, St. John of the Cross, St. Dominic 

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS
• Oct. 7-10, Serra International Convention in Chicago 
• Fri. Oct. 8 - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 

8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Sat. Oct. 9  - 11:00 am -Serra Meets Check website for Zoom invite. Serra Meets.   
• Tues. Oct. 12 - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for 

Vocations following the 7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Mon. Oct.25 -  6:30 p.m. monthly meeting at Italiano’s.  Speaker 

Sister John Paul Myers, O.P,.  Frassati Catholic High School 
principal 

• Nov. 7-13 - National Vocations Awareness Week 
• Mon. Nov. 15 - 6:30 p.m. monthly meeting at Italiano’s.  

Speaker TBA 
• Dec. 13 -  Annual Christmas party and recommitment at the Manor House in the 

Barrington 
NOTE:  Beginning  January 2022, monthly meetings at Italiano’s  

will be the 3rd Monday of  the month 

THE MONTH OF OCTOBER IS 
DEDICATED TO THE HOLY ROSARY. 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10_1.cfm
https://serraus.org/serra-meets/
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A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER FELIX 

Father Felix

LET US LOVE THE ROSARY 

Let me begin by acknowledging the show of  love and appreciation expressed to me and all 
priests on Priesthood Sunday celebrated on September 26, 2021. The sticker “We Love Our 
Priests” worn by many parishioners at the weekend Masses was very heartwarming. 
Thank you to the Serra Club NE of  Houston for always supporting your priests and 

promoting vocations.   

I grew up in a home where mom is the ‘prayer warrior.’ I watched my mom pray in good and 
bad times in our house. My mom is particularly fond of  Mary, the Mother of  God and she often 
ask for her intercession by praying the rosary daily. While growing up, she would ask us to join her to pray 
the rosary as a family. There were times I murmured under my breath as a child when mom gathered us 
to pray the rosary. I felt it was boring and too long. However, as I grew to love and appreciate my mother 
more, I began to enjoy praying the rosary as a form of  connection to the Mother of  my Redeemer. 
“There is a woman I love so much, there is a woman I love, there is a woman I love so much, her name is 
Mary.” This popular Marian song in my home country Nigeria is often on the lips of  my mother, and I 

have made it my song too. Praying the rosary brings me inner peace.  

The month of  October is dedicated to the Most Holy Rosary and the liturgical feast of  Our 
Lady of  the Rosary is on Thursday, 7th of  October. This feast was introduced by Pope St. 

Pius V in the year 1571 to commemorate the miraculous victory of  the Christian forces against the 
Turkish forces in the Battle of  Lepanto on October 7, 1571. The pope attributed the victory to the power 
of  the rosary. Our Blessed Mother is still protecting and shielding the church through her powerful 
intercessions. When we pray the rosary, we ask for her intercession.  

We are all called to be prayer warriors. There is so much battle to be won. Through the 
intercession of  Our Lady of  the Rosary, the church is still winning battles today. The rosary is not just a 
Catholic symbol or sacramental that we hang on our necks or cars. It is meant to be an instrument of  
connection with the Mother of  our Savior,  Jesus Christ. The “Hail Marys” that we pray is a reminder of  
the greeting of  the angel to the virgin at the annunciation. Our reflection on the history of  our salvation 
challenges us to embrace the invitation of  God and his plans for our own lives. St. Pius X once said: “Of  
all prayers the rosary is the most beautiful and the richest in graces.” Let us love the rosary and recite it 
every day with devotion for vocations, peace and for families. 
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, MARK HALLECK 

Mark

It has been a busy 2021 and as summer and hurricane season wind down I am hopeful 
that my travel schedule will diminish somewhat, and I will be able to spend more time 
with my family and my Serra sisters and brothers. 
  
Once again, I wish to express my most sincere thanks to our President-Elect, Bruce 
Farmer for filling in for me the past two months at our General Membership meetings 
while I was out of  town.  I am sure he did a great job and getting the chance to lead 
the meetings before he begins his term in 2022 should be good practice. 
  

I am disappointed that I was unable to hear Fr. Wayne’s and Fr. Aloyius’s talks these past 
two months.  It would be nice if  we could find a way to record and archive those for 
review by people who are unable to attend the meetings in person. That sounds like an 
excellent topic to put on our next Board Meeting Agenda. 
  
This is one of  those times when I marvel at how our team just continues to work hard and 
fulfill the Serra mission in support of  Priests, religious and the promotion of  religious 
vocations. 
  
Thank you to all of  you who work so hard to accomplish this, and look forward to seeing 

you all in-person very soon. 
 

A NOTE FROM MARY LOU 
A few months ago, Mark told us of  a wonderful TV/APP series, The Chosen.  I Put it off, but recently started 
watching.  I am hooked!   Awesome!   Check it out, watch it on your phone, tablet, TV, computer….You can click 
the link below.  Thank you Mark for suggesting this.  

The Chosen

https://watch.angelstudios.com/thechosen?gclid=CjwKCAjwhuCKBhADEiwA1HegOfJRbB4LeZsvbQnSkXiCwe4UZy8ILC61WHARb5fgnG0_8fL-3FW09BoCjg0QAvD_BwE
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MONTHLY MEETING   FATHER FR. ALOYSIUS NZEKWE, GUEST SPEAKER 

You are watching a tight rope walker walk across a chasm, and he is flawless. Then he does it again 
with a bicycle, and again, he makes it seem effortless.  He invites you to get on the bike with him.  
Would you go? 
              

                                                   TRUST AND COURAGE 

These two words were the theme of  Father Aloysius’ talk. 

BEST DECISION EVER 

Father Aloysius shared the steps it took to reach the statement regarding his decision to enter the 
priesthood,  Born in Nigeria, first born son, with 6 siblings, he felt the call to serve the Lord as a 
high school student, but teenagers desire fun and he could not see the priests having a life of  fun, 
so he ignored the feeling he had for awhile.   Again after high school, the inspiration from God 
called to him, but, he did not have the COURAGE to accept the call.  He FEARED that life 
would be boring.   And now, after 17 years as a priest, each time he serves, he is filled with joy.   

                              BEST DECISION EVER 
One struggle he had was his sense of  duty as the eldest son and his desire to follow God’s lead.  At 
first he thought he could serve both by being a local priest and work close to his family.  It took 
entering a seminary and spending just one night for him to realize this was not where the good 
Lord wanted him.  His family helped him resolve his dilemma of  trying to serve both. His dad 
told him that God gave you to us, and now it is our time to give you back to Him.  And so,  
he applied and was accepted into the Missionary Society of  St. Paul.  His first day at the Missionary of  St. Paul he knew 
he was HOME. 

He thought he would be ministering to the poor, but soon learned he had the important task of  coming to those who 
had the means to help to be the ones who could support the poor.  The missionary gives us an opportunity to minister in 
a financial way on behalf  of  God and to help people to experience the Good news and be instruments of  God’s 
presence.  

St. John of the Cross teens were visitors at the 
meeting .  Pictured with the teens are: Luisa 
Parra, St. Martha middle school director and 
Freddie Santos, vocation committee head at 
St. John of the Cross, and Father Wayne.
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ARCHDIOCESE  NEWS -  MEET OUR SEMINARIANS  

COLLEGE I TO IV

Pedro Rubio 
Home Parish: St. 
Faustina, Fulshear 

Holy Trinity Seminary

John Paul Phillips 
Home Parish: St. John 

the Apostle, West 
Columbia 

St. Joseph Seminary

Luke Pamenter 
Home Parish: St. 

Bartholomew, Katy 
Holy Trinity Seminary

John Ellwanger 
Home Parish: St. 

Mary, Plantersville 
Holy Trinity Seminary

Ryan Burns 
Home Parish: St. 

Mary, Frydek 
Parish Assignment 

Seminary

Ethan Sicking 
Home Parish: Sacred 

Heart, Richmond, 
Holy Trinity Seminary

Mathew Lydick 
Home Parish:            
St. Michael 

Holy Trinity Seminary

John Paul Phillips 
Home Parish: St. John 

the Apostle, West 
Columbia 

St. Joseph Seminary

Trieu Nguyen 
Home Parish: Co-

Cathedral of  Sacred 
Heart 

St. Joseph Seminary

Mason Denneghy 
Home Parish: Prince 

of  Peace 
St. Joseph Seminary

Cristian Mai 
Home Parish: Notre 

Dame 
St. Joseph Seminary

PRE-THEOLOGY

O’Keenan 
Annicchiaric 

Home Parish: St. 
Theresa, Sugar Land 
St. Mary’s Seminary

Mitchell Schumann 
Home Parish: St. 
Ignatius, Spring 

Holy Trinity Seminary

Jose Carlos Vera 
Home Parish: St. 
Faustina, Fulshear 

Holy Trinity Seminary

Theodore Birkofer 
Home Parish: St. 

Theresa, Sugarland 
Holy Trinity Seminary

Ryan Berger 
Home Parish: St. 

Bartholomew, Katy 
Holy Trinity Seminary

Marlon Barao 
Home Parish: St. 
Ignatius, Spring 

St. Mary’s Seminary

Michael James Arienza 
Home Parish: St. 

Bartholomew, Katy 
Holy Trinity Seminary
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THEOLOGY I TO IV

James Schnitzler 
Home Parish: St. 

Theresa, Sugar Land 
St. Mary’s Seminary

Joshua Svajda 
Home Parish: St. John 

Vianney 
St. Mary’s Seminary

Carlos Jaime 
Home Parish: Co-

Cathedral of  Sacred 
Heart 

St. Mary’s Seminary

Carlos Velero 
Home Parish: St. 

Benedict 
St. Mary’s Seminary

Hai Dao 
Home Parish: 

Vietnamese Martyrs 
St. Mary’s Seminary

Jose Serrato 
Home Parish: St. John 

of  the Cross, New 
Caney 

St. Mary’s Seminary

John Clark 
Home Parish: Prince 

of  Peace 
St. Mary’s Seminary

Zachary Muldrow 
Home Parish: Sacred 

Heart, Crosby 
St. Mary’s Seminary

Matthew Krusleski 
Home Parish: Sacred 

Heart 
St. Mary’s Seminary

Bela Primus 
Home Parish: St. 

Mary, League City 
St. Mary’s Seminary

TRIO ORDAINED TO THE 
TRANSITIONAL DIACONATE

Dcn. Luis Garcia

Dcn. Jacob Ramirez

Dcn. Christopher Meyer

The happy young man, top right and front row 
2nd from left. is Angel Rodriguez, a former 
“Adoptee” who was recently accepted into the 
Norbertines of  St.Michael’s Abbey.  

Houston Vocations News

Joelma Regis shared this 
news:  Kresetia, one of  the 

women who was part of  
the Galveston retreat, 
entered the Salesians 

recently. 
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SERRA CLUB NORTHEAST OF HOUSTON NEWS 

October Birthdays  
2 - Mark Halleck 
4 - Fr. Roger Estorque, St. Dominic 
4 - Sem. Luis M. Gonzalez, Seminariao San Carlos 
5 - Dcn. Tony Cardella, St. Martha 
6 - Diane Applegate 
7 - Sr. Carmen Sanchez, St. Martha’s Kitchen 
10 - Sr. Marillac Njoku, Sisters of  Jesus the Saviour Convent 
12 - Tony Benvegnu 
13 - Arlane Sponaugle 
17 - Cissy Wilson 
19 - Florence Schlesinger 
23 - Fr. T.J. Dolce, St. Martha 
26 - Lisa Field

For more information about Serra Northeast of  Houston, please contact President, Mark Halleck, mhalleck@icloud.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact,                 Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

Prayers for : 

• All suffering from Covid and for an end to this 
dangerous virus. 

• People of  Kabul and peace for all 
• Sister Marillac as she travels to comfort her family 
• Father Ralph Roberts as he travels to Jamaica to visit 

family 
• Tom Wilson, husband of  Cissy, had surgery recently 

and needs our prayers 

Vocations Ministry Gala / Fund Raiser - “To Have and To Hold” 
Attended by several Serrans. 

Pictured left to right, back row: John & Karen Ehlig, Mark & Maggie Halleck, 
Kathy & Jack Ward, Kathy & Bruce Farmer,  Jennifer & Jim Stevens, front 
row: Rita Girau, not pictured: Doug & Melia Reed.

Father Norbert 
installs Father 
Michael 
Applegate as the 
pastor of  St. John 
of  the Cross

Welcome new members 
Patty and Bob Murphy!

mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
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OCTOBER SAINTS FOR SURVIVING 2021   

4 - St. FRANCIS OF ASSISI- PATRON SAINT OF ANIMALS - Francis had been born to wealthy parents in 
Assisi, Italy, in 1181. As a teenager, Francis wanted only money and fun. When he was 21, Francis went to war and 
spent a year in prison. There, he had time to think and pray. After prison, he met a leper. People turned away from him, 
but Francis walked right up and hugged him. He had seen God’s beauty in another human being. For Francis, life 
changed then and there. Francis gave away all his money. He preached and begged barefoot on the streets. A group of  
followers gathered around him, and he wrote a rule of  life for them. They became the first Franciscans. He then 
founded the Order of  Poor Clares, a religious order for women. He traveled to Spain and to Egypt to try to convert 
people there. In 1228 he was proclaimed a saint. 

October saintscategory/

1 - St. Therese of  Lisieuz, PATRON OF MISSIONS - Called The Little Flower- born in France in 1873. Therese became 
so ill with a fever that people thought she was dying. When Therese saw her sisters praying to statue of  Mary in her room, 
Therese also prayed. She saw Mary smile at her and suddenly she was cured. At 14 wanted to join the Carmelite Convent 
but was refused because of  her age. She went to Rome and implored the Pope, but was denied, however, the Vicar 
General who had seen her courage was impressed and soon Therese was admitted to the Carmelite convent. Therese 
continued to worry about how she could achieve holiness in the life she led. She didn't want to just be good, she wanted to 
be a saint. She proved her love for God by doing little things that received no recognition. She wrote an autobiography, 
The Story of  a Soul., that tells the story of  her life and her love for God.  She became ill in 1896 but did not tell anyone, 
suffering in silence. She died in 1897 when she was only 24. 

15 - St. TERESA OF ÁVILA -PATRON SAINT OF RELIEF FROM HEADACHES & LOSS OF PARENTS - Teresa 
was born in 1515 in Ávila. Teresa and her brother, Rodrigo, preferred to go to the garden and read. They were most 
fascinated by the stories of  the saints. When she was 16, Teresa was sent to a convent to live, and at 21 she decided to 
become a nun. She enjoyed her life there and began to realize that she had been given a special gift. She was able to see 
heavenly visions. She chronicled these visions in her writing. One such vision came in the form of  an angel who appeared 
to Teresa bearing a long golden spear. The angel thrust the spear into Teresa’s heart. Instead of  feeling pain, Teresa felt 
safe and at peace. The spear was not really a spear, but the love of  God. She was the Foundress of  the order know as the 
Discalced Carmelites. She died in 1582 at the age of  67 and was made a saint in 1622. In 1970, she was named 
a Doctor of  the Church for her writing and teaching on prayer. 

17 - St. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH -PATRON SAINT OF THE CHURCH IN EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 
AND NORTH AFRICA - It was Saint Ignatius of  Antioch who was the first person to call the community Jesus established 
the “Catholic Church”. It was his way of  explaining that the Church was open to anyone who wanted to be a follower of  
Jesus. Tradition tells us that he was born around the year 50 and died sometime around the year 108. He was a disciple of  
Saint John the Evangelist, who was the Bishop of  Antioch, in Syria. In the year 107, the cruel Emperor Trajan demanded 
that Bishop Ignatius publicly speak out against our faith. Ignatius refused to deny his belief  in Jesus Christ. Trajan 
sentenced him to die by being killed by lions in the Colosseum in Rome. Ten soldiers were assigned to guard him on the 
long trip. Bishop Ignatius used the time to write seven letters. The letters reminded the members of  the Church to be 
faithful to the Lord and to follow the teachings of  their bishop. They encourage the Christian community to serve the 
poor and needy—their brothers and sisters. Ignatius’ letters have been preserved down through the ages. They still guide 

our Church today. Ignatius was not afraid to die. He said that his death would be his birth—into the new life made possible by Jesus’ 

15 - Blessed CHIARA LUCE BADANO - In 1971, after praying and hoping for a baby for more than 10 years, 
Ruggero and Teresa Badano of  Sassello, Italy, welcomed a little girl whom they named Chiara. Even at the age of  four, 
Chiara seemed aware of  the needs of  others. She would sort through her toys to give some to poor children. She invited 
less-fortunate people into the family’s home for holidays and visited the elderly at a retirement center. When other 
children were sick and confined to bed, Chiara visited them. She loved the stories of  the Gospel and loved to attend Mass. 
When she was 9, Chiara became involved with the Focolare movement and its branch for young people. Focolare 
emphasizes brotherhood and unity among all people. When she was 17, Chiara learned she had a very serious form of  
bone cancer. Treatments were painful and unsuccessful. She became paralyzed. When she suffered, she felt closer to Jesus. 
She even refused to take pain medication. She inspired everyone who she encountered with her faith and love for others. 
Chiara died in 1990. Within nine years, the bishop of  her diocese began the work on her cause for canonization. Pope Benedict XVI 
declared her “Blessed” in 2010. 

http://saintsresource.com/
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4817
https://www.catholic.org/bookstore/?category=19
https://www.catholic.org/bookstore/?category=19
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12029
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5813
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7101
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

Aren’t you glad we don’t need 
a password to pray!

We are light by which people around us 
come to see what is worth seeing.  By the 
very quality and integrity of  our lives, we 
shed light, illumining what is beautiful and 
revealing what is ugly.  The clear 
implication is that without vibrant 
Christians the world is a much worse place.   

Bishop Barron


